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UM, GRIZZLIES HAIL FANS FROM BUTTE
MISSOULA -
It’s hard to find a Montana town with as many loyal Grizzly fans as Butte. That’s why the 
Grizzlies and The University of Montana on Saturday saluted two Butte couples for years of 
support.
Receiving special recognition during halftime of the Montana Grizzlies vs. Western 
Washington football game on Sept. 22 were Karen and Mike O’Neill and Carol and Tom 
McElwain.
The couples were presented with UM Community Service Awards for their dedicated 
service to campus and their hometown communities. The awards are sponsored by UM and 
coordinated by the Alumni Association and the Grizzly Athletic Association.
The O’Neills are members of the UMAA, GAA, Quarterback Club and Roundball Club, as 
well as donors to the UM Foundation and the School of Business Administration. Mike is a 
delegate to the UMAA and president of its board. He is a statewide GAA board member and 
president of GAA’s Butte Silver Bow Chapter. He has co-chaired the annual Griz/Cat Golf 
Tournament in Butte since its inception 14 years ago.
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Their special interests? “Following the Griz,” the O’Neills say.
When not cheering on the Griz or advocating for UM, the O’Neills give their time to their 
community. They are co-chairs of the Patsy O’Neill Charity Classic, a golf tournament held to 
raise money for Highlands Hospice and Camp-Mak-A-Dream. Karen serves as team organizer for 
the Relay for Life, while Mike devotes his time as president of Junior Achievement of Butte, co­
chair of the Butte Chamber of Commerce Economic Education Committee and director of the 
Butte Exchange Club.
The McElwains also are among the many Butte fans who faithfully make the trip to 
Missoula for each Griz game. Both have served on the Citizen’s Advisory Committee for UM’s 
Flathead Lake Biological Station. Tom is a member of the President’s Advisory Council, GAA 
and UMAA (past president), and a UM Foundation trustee.
Carol has volunteered her time as a school board member, director of the Butte YMCA 
and the Montana School Board Association.
Tom is past president of the Butte Exchange Club and the Butte Pachyderm Club. He 
served as chair of the Silver County Republican Central Committee. The couple chaired the 2001 
Governor’s Inaugural Ball in Billings for Judy Martz and were actively involved in her bid for 
office.
Three of the McElwain’s children have attended UM.
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